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GENERAL INFORMATION

“The Syllabus Said Something About Participation . . . ?”
by Seeta L. Mangra

ilnsll:?;log cﬁl;ésvﬁa; rll;eeds to be done to get the best grade you can in a composition class
e i A @ composition class consists of is writing papers, showing up, and talk-

g every now and then. Simple, right? But what's this participation thing, and how did it
geltl tc}; be fifteen to twenty percent of the grade? Many students have seen participation on a
syllabus bef01'-e, but does anyone know what it really means? The details of the definition
may vary by instructor, but there are standards you can follow to ensure your participation
grade will be up to par.

Aftendance

el Have you ever been told a story by one of your friends that he/she thought was
hilarious, and at the end of the story, you didn’t laugh? Then your friend says, “I guess you
had to be there.” This is exactly what it is like for an instructor when a student asks, “What
did I miss when I was gone?” Experiences cannot be reproduced. Coming to class is crucial
because the material presented is a part of a larger idea. Missing a day here and there, is like
putting together a 500-piece puzzle and finding out at the end that 50 pieces are missing.

Also, many students don't realize that if they have a class that meets three times a
week, missing six times means two week’s worth—or half a month—of class. In addition to
being there, it is important to keep in mind that it is the student’s responsibility to find out

what has been missed, not the teacher’s responsibility.

However, attendance isn’t just about showing up to class. It's about showing up to
class regularly and missing few or no class periods. It also means that students need to
show up on time. While tardy policies vary from instructor to instructor, you should not

make a habit of arriving late to class. Not only is this type of late arrival unacceptable, but
it’s also a distraction to the instructor, the other students, and an embarrassing situation for

you.

Excessive tardiness will affect your overall participation grade, and for some instruc-
tors, missing more than 15 minutes of a class period often constitutes an absence. Therefore,
tardiness should be avoided. If you must come in late, this should be done in a non-disrup-

tive manner out of respect for the other people in the classroom.

Completing Homework

Homework is inevitable. Again, students often see homework as “busy” work. A way
to look at it is to think of an algebra class. The instructor goes through the process of solving

a long equation in class so that each student can do it on his/her own later. Yet, when those
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Partaking in Class Discussions

Speaking up in class comes naturally for some, while for others it is a nightmar.
Either way is OK. But what if you are one of those students who simply does 1~iwt like t
talk? There are many reasons why students don’t want to speak up in the class, such
cerns z_about b‘eing judged, fear of public speaking, or lack of interest in the clas;; mater
There is nothing wrong with staying quiet in class. However, do not be surprised if the
instructor asks you for your input. Sometimes talking too much may also be a C'Jn-cg‘---~
yourkt_eacher. Stil]f everyone’s comments are welcome. However, mgke sure you a N,_\.
spea “}i over or interrupting other students. Everyone should have a chance to speas
long as what you sav pertai . b s
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niributions to the class are unwelcome.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Insulting one another during a heated discussion is a sure fire way to make an entire class
}mcorpfortable. Yet, what if you weren’t aware that something you said was offensive or
insulting? All of us come with differing experiences, opinions, and attitudes. Remember, we
are here to attack issues and not people. (If you feel you have been verbally attacked, you
should immediately speak with your instructor.)

Partaking in Class Activities

e Your instructor has designed activities in order to provide the best learning opportu-
nities for all students in the classroom. That’s why participation in class activities is so valu-
able. The activities are designed to help you learn what you need to know in order writefa > 10
cohesive paper. Simply participating in these class activities to get a good grade is not
enough. Some exchange of knowledge should take place. If the activities are seen as busy
work, the importance of the activity will be lost.

Depending on the instructor, these activities may include in-class writings, group
activities, writing on the chalkboard, in-class reading, and class discussions. Such activities
are designed to help you improve your writing; therefore, your involvement is crucial.
Most teachers rely on this type of participation to gauge how much each student is
involved. Be aware, however, that there is nothing more discouraging and disappointing to
an instructor than to find students are not taking the in-class activities seriously. If, for
example, you are talking about last night’s party instead of the assigned group activity, you
should expect your teacher to get upset. The teacher may even dock your grade.

A good way to see if you are participating enough in class activities is to make sure
you understand the directions, to ask questions of your classmates and your instructor, and

to take thorough notes.

Being Active in Peer Revision

Peer revision is the most interactive and beneficial thing you can do in a composition
class. It can be fun to see what other people write about, but it can also be a nerve-racking
experience to have someone else looking at what you've written. It’s similar to speaking in
class. You may feel like you could be judged based on what you have written. Students
often don’t want to share their writing because they don’t want to risk ridicule. Peer revi-
sion is not designed for this purpose. In fact, it is designed to do just the opposite by allow-
ing your peers to help you write a better paper. It isn't just about finding mistakes; it's about

helping you convey exactly what you want to say.

You may be typing a paper and discover you are unable come up with just the right

way to phrase something. Take advantage of your peer response time for these particular
situations. Participation in peer revision shows you want to improve your writing skills.
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